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2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;  

on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.  
3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy;  

they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest,  

as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder.  
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered  

the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.  
5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood  

will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.  
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.  

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,  

establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  

The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.  

 

Yesterday, we had our youth Christmas service here at Shepherd of the Hills.  The young people 

from our congregation as well as a number of other volunteers read Bible passages and bits of narration 

that led us through the Christmas story by looking at a number of songs that are recorded for us in the 

Gospel of Luke.  The song that we looked at in our sermon yesterday was the song of Zechariah.  

Zechariah was the father of John the Baptist and when John was born six months before Jesus Zechariah 

sang a song praising God for the salvation that Jesus was coming to bring.   

The final verse of Zechariah’s song is directed to his newborn son, John.  He tells little John that 

he is going to be a prophet of the Lord preparing the way for Jesus by telling people about the salvation 

that God has to offer them through the forgiveness of sins.  He concludes by saying that that forgiveness 

of sins is possible because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us 

from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into 

the path of peace. (Luke 1:76-79) 

Light and dark is a contrast that you’ll find all throughout Scripture.  The very first verses of the 

Bible tell us how when God created the world there was darkness over everything and then He said, Let 

there be light, and there was light (Genesis 1:2-3). That’s a bit more literal, but it isn’t long before we 

start to see a figurative contrast.  In Genesis 3 we’re introduced to a new kind of darkness, spiritual 

darkness, it’s the darkness that entered into our world when Adam and Eve chose to follow their own 

desires instead of remaining faithful to God.  Sin entered into the world and since then every single one 

of us has inherited that sinfulness that spiritual darkness from our sinful human parents. 

The result is that the world that we live in has become a dark place.  And maybe that seems a bit 

harsh to some of you.  People in this world are flawed, sure, but can we really say this world is one 

hundred percent enveloped in darkness?  In Zechariah’s song he quoted the passage we read a few 

minutes ago from Isaiah referring to the people of this world as those living in darkness and in the 

land of the shadow of death.  If we have a hard time answering the question, “Is this world a dark place 
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to live?” maybe a better question to ask is “Does everyone in this world die?”  We all live under the 

impending shadow of death.  Maybe we don’t like to think about it, but it’s there, nonetheless, isn’t it? 

Imagine if tomorrow as you’re sitting down for Christmas dinner with your family and friends if 

someone in the midst of all the fun and happiness were to point out, “Hey, have you thought about the 

fact that somebody here at this table is going to see everyone else here die and be put into the ground 

and then they’ll be the only one left and then they’ll die too?  Anyway, Merry Christmas, can you pass 

the potatoes.”   Death is dark.  It’s dark and it is the reality of this world we live in.  And it is the reality 

of this world, because of sin.  Death is the consequence of sin and it casts its shadow over every sinful 

person living in this world. 

And death isn’t the only thing casting a shadow of darkness over this world.  Even before that 

final consequence of death sin casts its own shades of darkness into this world.  Isaiah talks about people 

who walk about in darkness, who stroll about in it and embrace it.  Now while it might be easier to hear 

that and apply it to other people, we know it’s true of us as well, isn’t it?  We look around the world and 

see so many examples of violence, oppression, abuse, racism, poverty, and the like and we nobly think, 

“wouldn’t the world be a better place if we could just get rid of all of that?”  But can we even get rid of 

it from our own hearts?  That instinct to lash out when someone hurts or offends us.  The tendency to 

selfishly care so much more about what we can secure for ourselves than to share what we have with 

those who have far less than we do.  The instinct to think less of people simply because they are 

different than we are in one way or another.  The darkness of sin touches everything in this world 

including you and your hearts and me and mine as well. 

And so once again, God said, Let there be light and there was light.  Isaiah foretold the day 

when that light would appear.  He said, The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on 

those living in the land of deep darkness [that land of the shadow of death] a light has dawned.  

God did not want you to live in darkness; neither in the darkness of sin that fills our hearts nor under the 

dark shadow of death that hangs over everyone.  So He took action.  God came down into this world to 

rescue you from sin and from death and that’s what brings us together here tonight, celebrating the birth 

of Jesus our Savior who came to rescue us from the darkness and bring us into His glorious light. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.  A baby boy, a human being, and yet far more 

than that.  Isaiah goes on to tell us that He will be called Wonderful Counselor: unlike all other sources 

of counsel we have in this world, Jesus is the only one would not be limited by the depths of His own 

knowledge, rather He would be all-knowing.  He will be called Mighty God: as God the Son, He has the 

power to do anything and is worth infinitely more than His entire Creation.  He will be called 

Everlasting Father: the creator and source of all living things, He also has for us the tender compassion 

of a father for his children.  He will be called Prince of Peace: able to create perfect harmony, even 

between a holy God who hates sin, and people who sin every day.  And the government will be on His 

shoulders: this child would be King over every tribe, nation, and people. 

True God and True Man, that’s who Jesus had to be in order to be the Light that would scatter 

the darkness of this world.  He had to be a man so that He could live under God’s law and be subject to 

His will and He needed to be God so that He could keep the law perfectly in our place and so that He 

could credit His perfect life—His righteousness and holiness to us.  He had to be a man so that He could 

die.  He had to be born with a heart in His chest and blood in His veins so that one day that heart could 

stop beating and the blood could be spilt when He offered His life as the payment for our sins, taking the 

death we deserved as His punishment.  He had to be God so that His life and death would have enough 

value to cover over the sins of every single person who has ever lived in this world.  

On that first Christmas God us His Son Jesus to be the perfect Savior who would rescue us from 

darkness and guide us into the light of peace.  Jesus has saved you from the darkness of sin in your own 
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heart by living a perfect life which He credits to you freely and by taking the punishment of your sins on 

Himself.  And He’s done that so that He can also save you from the darkness of sin in this world.  By 

reconciling you to God—by restoring your relationship with God to one of peace—He is able to call you 

a member of His family.  He is able to give you the promise and assurance that through Him you have 

an inheritance of everlasting life in heaven. 

So what does mean for you and me, the people living in darkness in the land of the shadow of 

death?  Well, first of all, Christmas means that we no longer live under death’s shadow.  Since Jesus 

came into our world and has washed away our sins, death is no longer a punishment for you and me.  

Instead, now when we close our eyes in death, we’ll open them to see our loving God.  Now, as you sit 

around the table at Christmas dinner, you’ll be able to say, “Hey, have you thought about the fact that 

because Jesus came at Christmas to bring light into our lives now every one of us here will one day be 

able to sit with Him in heaven, guests at banquet after banquet in a never-ending celebration?”  That’s 

our reality now. 

And Christmas means that you and I don’t walk about in darkness anymore.  Because not only 

has He forgiven our sins, but he also sends His Holy Spirits into our hearts to fill us with the power and 

desire to live according to His will, so that when someone acts hatefully toward you can respond in 

patience and kindness, when you see someone less fortunate you can react with generosity and love, and 

when you see someone different than you can know that what thing you have in common is that Christ 

into this world to rescue both of you from sin and death and you can share that wonderful news them. 

200 hundred years tonight on December 24, 1818, the priest of a church in Germany was getting 

ready for his midnight Christmas Eve service and he was bothered by the fact that their pipe organ was 

broken and would be unavailable for worship that evening.  So he wrote out the lyrics for a new 

Christmas hymn, went to his organist’s home and asked him to write a simple tune.  That evening, Silent 

Night was sung for the very first time as duet with the accompaniment of a guitar.  In a few minutes, 

we’ll close our service with the singing of that now beloved and familiar hymn.  As we sing it together, 

take note of the words of the final stanza: Silent night! Holy Night! Dear Son of God, Jesus, our Lord, at 

Your birth love’s pure light beams radiantly from Your holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace. And 

as the light from the Christ candle in the center of our Advent wreath is passed along until it reaches 

everyone in this room, remember how that pure light of God’s love and redeeming grace has come to 

you through Jesus His Son and that you are now able to share it with those around you. 

Have a blessed Christmas. 

Amen. 


